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Civil Aviation Authority 

SAFETY NOTICE 
Number: SN–2025/001 

 

Issued: 6 February 2025 
 

Robinson Helicopters Time-Controlled Components and Service 
Life Limited Components  

 
This Safety Notice contains recommendations regarding operational safety.  

Recipients must ensure that this Notice is copied to all members of their staff who need to take 
appropriate action or who may have an interest in the information (including any ‘in-house’ or contracted 
maintenance organisations and relevant outside contractors). 

Applicability: 

Aerodromes: Not primarily affected 

Air Traffic: Not primarily affected 

Airspace: Not primarily affected 

Airworthiness: Part-CAMO/Part-M, Part-CAO, Part-ML, aircraft owners, licenced 
aircraft engineers 

Flight Operations: Not primarily affected 

Licensed/Unlicensed 
Personnel: 

Not primarily affected 

Affected 
Products/TCDS’s 

UK adopted EASA.IM.R.120 Issue 5 
UK adopted EASA.IM.R.121 Issue 6 
UK.RC.R.00078 Issue 1 

 

1 Introduction 

1.1 The UK CAA have become aware that the Robinson Helicopter’s Instructions for Continued 
Airworthiness (ICA) for Robinson R22, R44 and R66 Helicopters may be misinterpreted, 
particularly in respect of the correct control and tracking of time-controlled components, as 
required by Part-M in M.A.503(a), also referred to as service life limited components in Part-ML 
in ML.A.503(a)(2). These commonly occur following updates to the ICA requiring retrospective 
actions resulting from the amended life limit or service life limit. 

Failing to adhere to the requirements of the ICA could potentially lead to an unsafe flight 
condition due to installed components being installed for a longer period than originally intended 
in accordance with the approved maintenance data.  

2 Action to be Taken 

2.1 Owners, operators, licenced engineers and contracted Part-CAMO and Part-CAO organisations 
are reminded of their responsibilities, as required by M.A.302(d)(b), M.A.305(d)(2), 
ML.A.302(c)(2) and ML.A.305(d)(4), to control these components.  
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 With immediate effect from the publishing date of this Safety Notice, owners, operators, licenced 
engineers and contracted Part-CAMO and Part-CAO organisations are requested to review their 
maintenance programmes to ensure components are being managed correctly. 

Where an incorrect management of any components is identified, all necessary steps should 
be taken to achieve compliance with the Robinson Helicopter ICA. Should a helicopter be flying 
with components identified as beyond their recommended limitation, the subject helicopter 
should be immediately grounded, a Mandatory Occurrence Report raised together with a 
notification to the CAA, in order to co-ordinate a recovery plan. If any repositioning is required 
to return a helicopter to a place where maintenance can be carried out, then a Permit to Fly 
request should be made to the CAA. A supporting letter from the Type Certificate Holder, 
Robinson Helicopters, detailing the components beyond their limitation should be included. 

3 Queries 

3.1 Any queries or requests for further guidance as a result of this communication should be 
addressed to airworthiness@caa.co.uk or where applicable, an organisation assigned CAA 
Airworthiness Surveyor. 

4 Cancellation 

4.1 This Safety Notice will remain in force until withdrawn. 

5 Definitions  

5.1 GM M.A.305 

“(e) The term ‘time-controlled components’ embraces any component for which the 
maintenance schedule of the aircraft maintenance programme requires periodically the removal 
for maintenance to be performed in an appropriate approved organisation for maintenance in 
components (workshop) to return the component to a specified standard, the replacement of 
sub-components of the assembly by new ones, or the inspection or test of component’s 
performance, after a service period controlled at component level in accordance with the 
specified airworthiness limitation defined in accordance with UK Regulation  (EU)  No. 
784/2012, in any of the applicable parameters.” 

5.2 ML.A.503  

“(a)  The term ‘service life-limited components’ contains the following components: 

 (1) components subject to a certified life limit after which the components should be retired, and;  

(2) components subject to a service life limit after which the components shall undergo 
maintenance to restore their serviceability.” 

mailto:airworthiness@caa.co.uk
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Appendix 1 Clarification on Requirements for Life Tracking 

The type certificate data sheet (TCDS) sets out the requirement to satisfy the ICA, as required by the 
Certification Basis for the product. In this example, for the Robinson R44, the UK adopted EASA 
TCDS, IM.R.121: 
 

 

Several sections of the Maintenance Manual detail the requirement for tracking components. Section 
1.102 of the Robinson R44 Maintenance Manual details components to be inspected and/or replaced 
at either 12 years or 2200 hrs, whichever occurs first: 



Civil Aviation Authority Safety Notice SN–2025/001 

 

 

Page 4 of 5 

OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.  

OFFICIAL - Public 

 

The table in section 1.102 for the 12 year or 2200-hour inspection includes additional components 
that are not listed within the Chapter 3 of the Maintenance Manual: 

 

Specifically, within the 100-hr (Annual) Scheduled Inspection, there is a requirement for the 
verification of component status, including verification that the installed components have sufficient 
life remaining in line with Table 1.102: 
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It should be noted that Table 1.102 is a stand-alone requirement for the Additional Component 
Maintenance independent of any other scheduled check.   

 


